CyberNorth

Welcome To Your

June Newsletter

Welcome back to the CyberNorth newsletter.

This month, we've packed in all the latest news about TechNExt, CyberFest,
and upcoming opportunities. We'll also be diving into why the UK cyber sector
needs to prioritise maturity over growth, and what this looks like in practice.

This is the place to be for all things North East cyber security and beyond.

Take a few minutes to yourself. Make a cuppa and catch up on all the latest
updates!

Cyber Leader Summit

(© 18" June 2026

We're partnering with Check Point to bring its Cyber Leader Summit to
Newcastle as part of TechNExt 2026.

Already shown in London and Manchester, this is a focused, high-impact
session built specifically for senior leaders who are responsible for shaping
organisational cyber strategy.

Speakers will be covering everything from Al transformation to quantum-era
threats. The agenda is packed with high-level discussions that help leaders
understand what’s coming, what’s changing, and what they need to prepare
for.

We're also challenging you to "Break the Bot" - reckon you can? The live
leaderboard will tell us!

Thursday 18th June
12.00 - 17.00
Hoult's Yard, Newcastle

Places are limited. Sign up today and secure your spot at the Cyber
Leader Summit Newcastle.

Register Here

CyberSips:

From Classroom to Company

4" June 2026

Unlocking funding to attract new talent is the theme for June's CyberSips.

This event brings together employers, educators, and early-career
professionals to decode the practical pathways that transition new talent
directly into successful cyber roles.

Whether you're already leading the charge in early-career development or
ready to take the first step, this is an essential conversation to secure and
future-proof your organisation's cyber capability.

Join us on the 4th of June at Gateshead College.

Count Me In

Cyber Resilience Hackathon

( 16" June 2026

As part of TechNExt, CyberNorth member Punk Security has joined forces with
Made Smarter and Sunderland Software City to organise a hands-on Cyber
Resilience Hackathon exploring the challenges faced by modern
manufacturers.

Open to businesses from any sector, come along to see examples of incidents
that have affected manufacturing businesses, and to learn practical steps you
can take to better protect yourself.

Tuesday 16 June
9.15 - 15.00
Stephenson Building, Newcastle University

Support Punk Security and put your skills to the test in a real
manufacturing environment.

Take Part

The NECTA Hub

Wk
We've officially launched the NECTA (North East Cyber Tech and AI) Hub!

On the sunniest Friday afternoon of the year we launched our new innovation
zone in The Grainger Hub. As part of the celebrations on the open day, we held
a session where the ecosystem support was on show, providing their guidance
and tips to how we can encourage more, and successful, innovation in the
region.

We then opened the floor to businesses to pitch their ideas and products for
direct feedback from the panel, who represented a powerhouse cross-section
of business support on offer in the region; Northstar Ventures, Barclays Eagle
Labs and the North East Mayoral Strategic Authority (previously North East
Combined Authority).

From the moment doors opened, the space was buzzing with founders,
innovators, industry leaders, and partners from across the North East, all
coming together with a shared purpose: to strengthen and grow our region’s
cyber and tech ecosystem.

The NECTA Hub has been created as a dedicated space for collaboration,
experimentation, and community-building, with a specific focus on innovation
in Cyber, Al, Space and Defence.

Whether you’re building a startup, scaling a business, exploring emerging
technologies, or shaping the future of cyber in the North East, the NECTA Hub
is the place to be to grow and scale your business.

We're incredibly proud to be part of this next chapter. The NECTA Hub
represents a major investment in the region’s cyber future, and the launch is

just the beginning. We can’t wait to see how the community grows.

If you want to see more from our launch day, check out our LinkedIn post
here.

If you're interested in securing a space in the NECTA Hub, get in

touch.
The NECTA Hub Info

Be Part of Something Bigger:
CyberFest Sponsorship

(© October 2026

The North East's biggest cyber security festival is back!

Last year, CyberFest attracted 1000 attendees. This year, we are looking for
sponsors to help amplify the impact of CyberFest 2026. If you want to help us
to connect, inspire, and celebrate our thriving cyber community, now is the
opportunity to get involved.

Sponsoring CyberNorth offers a significant opportunity to elevate your brand.
Gain access to our network and build meaningful relationships with key
industry leaders. By partnering with us, you solidify your position as a leader
in the regional cyber landscape, supporting initiatives that grow and
strengthen the North East's digital ecosystem.

Interested in sponsoring an event?
Can you provide a venue for an event?
Can you supply the food & drinks?

There are loads of ways to get involved.

Ready to join the conversation and shape the future of cyber in the

North East? Let's chat.
Get in touch

Reviewing the UK's

Resilience Strength

"Are We Measuring The Right Things?"

That's what CEO, Jon Holden, asks in his latest piece exploring the true
strength of the UK's national resilience status.

The latest UK cyber sector figures show £14.7 billion in revenue and nearly
70,000 workers. These impressive stats result from an increasingly dangerous
world, but true resilience requires a deliberate choice towards maturity not
just revenue growth.

With agentic Al reshaping the threat landscape and regional ecosystems under
pressure, are we building a sector that can truly stand the test of time?

Read the article

Research Support:

Gen Z in Start-ups

m Northumbria
University

@ NEWCASTLE

Are you Gen Z or are you working with Gen Z in a Start-up
environment?

Jyoti Kishnani, a doctoral researcher at Northumbria University, is seeking UK-
based start-up organisations founded in 2018 or later to take part in her
study.

The research explores how startups manage and work with Gen Z employees
(born 1997-2012), examining both management and employee perspectives
around workplace expectations, team dynamics, communication, flexibility,
and management practices within early-stage organisations.

The study is interested in hearing from founders, managers, leadership teams,
and Gen Z employees working in start-up environments.

Participation involves a confidential 25-35 minute online interview. The
research follows Northumbria University’s ethical guidelines, and all responses
are fully anonymised.

If you can help Jyoti in her research and are interested in participating or
would like to know more, please contact her below.

Contact Jyoti

Upcoming Events

3rd June - CyberHack 2026: National-Level Cyber Security Hackathon -
Register your team for this brilliant Hackathon opportunity for University
students.

3rd June - Senior lLeaders Energy Forum - Exploring the intersection of
cybersecurity and the energy sector and the opportunities and challenges it
presents.

4th June - CyberSips: From Classroom to Company — Cyber Pathways that
Work - Join us for the next CyberSips to explore how young talent can
strengthen your cyber capability.

9th June - North East Space Conference - The North East’s flagship space
sector event returns on 9 June 2026 at the Radisson Blu Hotel, Durham.

15th June - TechNExt launch - TechNExt returns for another celebration of the
North East’s thriving technology sector.

16th June - Cyber Resilience Hackathon - Find out how to protect your
business from cyber attacks in this free fringe event with Made Smarter,
Sunderland Software City, and Punk Security

16th June - AI Skills For Your Future - An interactive event aimed at small and
medium-sized businesses (SMEs) hosted by techUK, Sage, Google, and
Multiverse designed to help you move beyond the hype and gain applied Al
skills.

18th June - Cyber Leader Summit - Check Point's Cyber Leader Summit
Newcastle. Raise your game by joining us for a packed agenda with
cutting edge insights.

26th June - Datalyst - a day full of insights, networking and data innovation.

Visit Events Page

Thank you to our partners and sponsors

CyberNorth is a not-for-profit Community Interest Company. We rely on the
vital support of our sponsors and partners to deliver initiatives that grow and
empower our regional cyber ecosystem.

If you are interested in partnering with us, please get in touch.
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