
Welcome To Your

April Newsletter
 
Welcome to the New CyberNorth newsletter. 
 
I’m Emily, your new Marketing Manager, and I’ll be collating your updates
every month. Get ready for more great content! This month we're covering
everything from eSports in Sunderland to cyber skills in Gateshead, a new
forum in Newcastle to a cross-cluster collaboration trip to Glasgow. You'll also
be treated to a sneak peek into the launching of a brand new Innovation Hub
where AI, Cyber, Space, and Defence join forces.
 
We have member news, events, and more. This is the place to be for all things
North East cyber and beyond.
 
Grab a coffee, read through, and take 5 minutes for a well deserved break!

Ready for Launch 
 

Creating an Environment for
Innovation in AI, Cyber Security,

Space & Defence

You will have seen that we recently partnered with The Grainger Hub to lead
their Space, Defence & Cyber Security co-working room.
 
But what does that mean for the region? Well, this is one of the first steps
towards establishing an innovation zone with cyber security at the heart of a
regional hub. It provides a physical space for innovation, collaboration and
growth to take place and is another milestone on the journey of putting the
North East on the map as a UK centre of excellence for cyber security.
 
This partnership will see the bringing together of home grown talent in AI,
cyber security, space, and defence all within a place dedicated to providing a
supportive ecosystem of organisations and individuals. And with Barclays Eagle
Labs and Northstar Ventures also close by, the stage is set to nurture
innovation and create an environment within which businesses can thrive.
 
Ready to be part of this next step in North East innovation?
 
If you're interested in either being part of the ecosystem or having a potential
space in the hub, fill out the expression of interest form below.
 
Psst. Look out for our official launch in May. 

Innovation Hub Interest

Member News:

Aspire Accelerates Growth with

NVT Group Deal

Aspire Technology Solutions has strengthened its presence in Scotland with the
acquisition of Scotland-based service provider NVT Group. This is the
company’s third acquisition in just two years.
 
The deal brings more than 90 customer organisations and 49 employees into
Aspire in a strategic step that enhances scale, resilience, and long-term
growth potential across the UK. The move follows Aspire’s recent investment
activity and ongoing expansion across key regions including the North East,
Yorkshire, and the Midlands
 
Aspire’s growth is a brilliant example of the strength and ambition within the
North East cyber sector.

A brilliant showing of local organisations growing, investing in talent, and
extending their impact across the UK, all of which contributes to elevating the
industry's reputation in the region.

Read the full story

Senior Leaders Energy Forum

Renewable and sustainable energy is a critical sector in the UK's net zero
ambitions, as well as a key challenge in addressing climate change. The North
East is attracting a lot of attention and investment in this area due to our
prime coastal location and flair for innovation.
 
The Energy Forum, scheduled for the 18th May, is an invite-only senior leaders
event, which looks to bring together experts in renewables and cyber security
to explore solution-finding opportunities, potential partnerships and knowledge
share across sectors. There will be a particular focus on securing supply chains
for large scale government contracts both here and internationally.  
 
If you think you or one of your team should be part of the Energy Forum,
please let us know through the form below.  

Energy Forum EOI

Attracting Further Investment &

Trade to the NE

To secure future funding for the NE, continue to improve our service to the
sector and bring further programmes and initiatives to the region, we need
your help! 
 
Being able to shout about the region, its talent, achievements and offerings,
requires data to back up our claims and show external influencers the North
East is an attractive place for business.
 
Please give us 7 minutes of your time to let us know your thoughts, ambitions
and business status
 
This is your community. Let's get back to shaping the future together.

Industry Insights

New Look for CyberNorth

If you haven’t heard already, Jon Holden is the new CEO of CyberNorth. His
vision, energy, and commitment to championing the cyber security sector in
the North East couldn’t be arriving at a better moment.
 
We’re excited to welcome Sarah Raw as Head of Operations. Sarah’s role will
ensure we’re streamlined and working effectively to bring programmes and
initiatives that really hold value to the region. 
 
And I’m here too! I’m your new Marketing Manager, Emily Perella, and I’ll be
shouting about you and your work from our vast network of channels, as well
as evolving how we keep this sector engaged, connected and up to date.
Contact me at emily@cybernorth.biz .
 
The new team members join CyberNorth’s Head of Portfolio Delivery, Helen
Matthews, and Head of Regional Growth, Thea Scott, who continue to develop
an ecosystem offering commercial support, opportunities and talent
development. 
 
If you want to get in touch, just drop us a message.

Email Us

Esports Hot Bed in Sunderland

& International Women's Day

My first month with CyberNorth as Marketing Manager was absolutely packed
with cyber activity across the North East. There was far too much to squeeze
everything into one newsletter, so here are my highlights.
 
As someone from a gaming background I had a fantastic time at Net-Defence's
"Cyber Skills for the Next Generation" Beer & Pizza night, taking place at the
British Esports Federation in Sunderland. 
 
Our own Thea Scott joined British Esports Federation's Kalam Neale for an
insightful discussion into the rise of Esports and how esports and cyber
security crossover. My main takeaway was Esports provides a fun and
engaging environment that develop real-world skills that lead to brilliant
professionals. Teamwork, staying calm under pressure, leadership, and
technical mastery make Esports talent the perfect addition to any team,
especially in the cybersecurity world. 
 
The evening included a fascinating tour of the British Esports Federation’s
incredible training facilities, concluding with a tour of the housing that hosts
the greatest Esports champions from across the world. 
 
Head over to LinkedIn for pictures.
 
The rest of the month was taken up by a series of International Women’s Day
celebrations. Taking into account the old adage of 'you can't be what you can't
see', it was fantastic to see so many initiatives designed to showcase the
talent, ambition, and opportunities available to women in cyber.
 
We started off with a week’s worth of events at Gateshead College aimed at
getting girls into tech. Next, we attended RTC North’s CyberFirst Girls
Competition which showcased the talent we have coming through the ranks in
this very region. Then finally, we ended the month with the hugely inspiring
Girl Tech 2026. Around 60 students from disadvantaged areas of the North
East showed us how much potential there is if we give people the chance to
learn. Big personalities, excellent presentation skills and bags of potential! I
was blown away by the engagement and enthusiasm of everyone involved.
 
If you’d like to learn more about the other events in CyberNorth’s March
calendar, head over to our LinkedIn and read the wrap-up post.

March Wrap-up

Your News!

This is your community. Be part of it! 
 
As your new Marketing Manager, I want to build a space that showcases all the
incredible things happening in the North East. To do that, I need your stories.
I need your business news, personal wins, new jobs, and cyber events. The
CyberNorth newsletter, website, and social channels are the places to go for all
things cyber, and you can help shape them. 
 
My background is in gaming and online communities so I'm keen to learn more
about cyber and all of the incredible things happening in our region.
 
I’ve heard you’re a friendly bunch and always keen to help us with content,
support us at our events, and work with us to make sure the sector is getting
the spotlight it deserves, so hopefully I’ll be hearing from you very soon.  
 
Please get in touch at emily@cybernorth.biz. I’m so excited to hear from you.

April Events
We’re back with more cyber events to take you into the next quarter of the
year! Remember, events are constantly added to our website so bookmark the
page so you never miss out.
 
17th - Cyber Security for All; Protecting our Digital lives Holding hands NE
invites you to a fun and friendly session about cybersecurity, covering easy
tips, tricks, and essential info to help protect your data and privacy.
 
20th - Cyber In Space CyberNorth is hosting an event with ScotlandIS and
Space Scotland in Glasgow. Explore opportunities in the space sector across
the border, the UK's premier space hub and have a chance to pitch your
business.
 
27th - Global Security Tech Launchpad. Learn more about Arlington Economic
Development (AED)’s three-day immersion programme for companies in
aerospace and space, cybersecurity, defence and global security, dual-use and
closely related industries.
 
28th - BBC North East Tech Hub Meetup The BBC has been broadcasting from
Newcastle for over 100 years. Now it’s also the base of their North East
Technology Hub. Be part of their tech community. Speak opportunities also
available.
 
28th - PLATFORM conference A new, 1-day conference for ambitious business
owners and leaders, funders & investors, focussing on the people, processes,
technology, and finance that provide rocket fuel for scaling businesses.
 
29th - April CyberSips Manchester DiSH & Barclays will be talking about the
opportunities being explored between London and Manchester and how the NE
can be part of it. CISCO will be discussing practical AI application and you'll
hear more on the Innovation Zone.
 
29th - Practical AI meetup A day of pizza, networking, and demonstrations of
practical AI.

Visit Events Page

Thank you to our partners and sponsors
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